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Welcome to our new catalogue. For more than ten years, IFAA’s central focus in South Africa has 

been the quarterly New Agenda: South African Journal of Social and Economic Policy. We have also 

produced several books, notably the 6-volume Understanding the ANC series. We are now 

embarking on a new series of historically important progressive documents and booklets, many of 

which have long been out of print. 

 

 

With My Head above 
the Parapet:  

An Insider Account 

of the ANC in Power 

Ben Turok 

 

 
 

 

Ben Turok has served the struggle for national liberation in South Africa 
for over sixty years and has written on politics, economics and 

development. This memoir provides a vivid sense of his two decades as an 

ANC member of parliament. Turok’s frank assessments of the ANC’s 

performance in government and parliament combine a fierce loyalty with a 

willingness to criticise the ANC’s shortcomings. This did not always endear 

him to the leadership – but won him the admiration and affection of many 
South Africans. (Jacana, 2014) 

 

Price: R225.00 

Item no. 1 

 

 

From the Freedom 

Charter to 
Polokwane: ANC 

Economic Policy 

Ben Turok 

 

 
 

 

This analytical overview traces five decades of economic debates in the 

ANC. Included are extensive examinations of the international conditions 
during the 1994 transition, the creation of the RDP, the switch to GEAR, 

black economic empowerment policies, the “dual economy” thesis, lessons 

from Africa, and reasons for the decline in the productive sectors of the 

economy. (2008) 

 

Price: R140.00 
Item no. 2 

 

  



  2 

 

 

Wealth Doesn’t Trickle Down:  

The Case for a Developmental 

State in South Africa 
Edited by Ben Turok 

 

  
 

 

Experience in developing countries shows that wealth does not 

“trickle down”, no matter how strongly the IMF and World Bank 

advise that salvation lies in growth. When growth comes from 
the developed sector of the economy, it benefits the rich and 

does not reach the poor. Conditions in South Africa show the 

same outcome.  

 

This book is the result of a high level seminar hosted by the 

minister of provincial and local government and attended by 
leading members of the state, development organisations and 

academic institutions. Their arguments for a developmental state 

rest more on necessity than ideology. (2008) 

 

Price: R60.00  
Item no. 3 

 

 
Nothing But The Truth:  

Behind the ANC’s Struggle 
Politics  

Ben Turok 

 

 
  

 

Ben Turok is the sole surviving member of the original 

underground leadership structure of the Communist Party of 

South Africa, a group that included Moses Kotane, Michael 
Harmel, Yusuf Dadoo, Ruth First, Joe Slovo, Jack Hodgson and 

Bram Fischer. One of the accused in 1956 Treason Trial, Turok 

was later convicted under the Explosives Act and sentenced to 

three years in prison. He and his family subsequently went into 

exile, first in Tanzania and later in the UK. With scrupulous 

honesty, the book explores personal and political tensions in 
the anti-apartheid struggle, the difficulties of life underground 

and in exile, and the unwavering commitment of a group of 

extraordinary individuals to the political freedom of all South 

Africans. (Jonathan Ball, 2003) 

 
Price: R110.00 

Item no. 4 

 

Revolutionary Thought  
in the 20th Century 

Edited by Ben Turok 

 

 
 

 
Originally produced for the UK’s Open University, this is a 

reader of key writings by major 20th-century revolutionaries. 

Along with selections from Marx and Lenin, it includes activists 

from Africa, Asia, Latin America and Europe. 

 
The book has been designed to highlight crucial political issues 

in struggles across the world, and to make these accessible to 

all. Readers will benefit from the detailed index, study questions 

and suggestions for further reading. Edited by Ben Turok. 

(1980) 

 
Price: R80.00 

Item no. 5 
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Understanding the ANC Today is a series of books developed for the ANC Parliamentary Political 

Education Committee to provide short informative introductions to ANC history, politics and policy. 

Written by leading thinkers within the ANC, they provide both ANC supporters and the wider 

public with assessments of ANC thinking in order to stimulate wider debate on leading issues of 
the day. 
 

 

 
 

 

Volume 1 looks at the principles and processes that led to the founding of the 

ANC in 1912, and how these have influenced ANC policy and practice in the 

following hundred years.  

 
Contributors include Kgalema Motlanthe, Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, Pallo 

Jordan, Adekeye Adebayo, Febe Potgieter-Gqubule. Edited by Ben Turok. 

(Jacana, 2010) 

 

Price: R80.00 
Item no. 6.1 

 

 

 
 

 

Volume 2 was originally published in the late 1960s at a time when the ANC 

was forced by events to confront major issues concerning armed resistance to 

apartheid. Many of these debates remain unresolved and relevant. 
 

By Ben Turok. Foreword by Deputy President Kgalema Motlanthe. (Jacana, 

2010) 

 

Price: R80.00 
Item no. 6.2 

 

 
 

 
Volume 3, a companion volume to The Historical Roots of the ANC, provides a 

selection of documents that have shaped the ANC’s political and policy 

thinking during the course of its history. 

 
Edited by Ben Turok. (Jacana, 2011) 

 

Price: R80.00 

Item no. 6.3 
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Volume 4 is a second companion to The Historical Roots of the ANC, with 

documents and texts that have influenced the thinking of liberation 

movements around the world, including the ANC.  

 
It includes historic statements by leading figures of the ANC and 

international torchbearers like Kwame Nkrumah, Frantz Fanon and Julius 

Nyerere. 

 

Edited by Ben Turok. (Jacana, 2011) 
 

Price: R80.00 

Item no. 6.4 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Volume 5 reflects the increasing understanding that political power has 

not been accompanied by structural change in the economy. New lines of 

thinking are required, which this book sets out to provide. In a clear and 

user-friendly way, it sets out the challenges of development, analyses the 

current political economy of South Africa, and considers the constraints of 

the global environment.  
 

By Ben Turok, with essays by Ha-Joon Chang and Joäo Carlos Ferraz. 

(Jacana, 2011) 

 

Price: R80.00 
Item no. 6.5 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Volume 6 asks what needs to be done to meet the challenges of deep 

poverty, high unemployment, and growing inequality that still mark the 

nation after 20 years of democracy. Despite South Africa’s wealth of 

natural resources, South Africans do not proportionally share in their 
benefits – often due to difficulties in the realm of public decision-making.  

 

Contributors include Neva Makgetla, Simon Roberts, Nimrod Zalk, Ben 

Cousins and others. Edited by Ben Turok. (Jacana, 2011) 

 
Price: R80.00 

Item no. 6.6 
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 Progressive History Series  
 

 
1969 Strategy and 

Tactics of the ANC 

 

 
 

 
The ANC’s Strategy and Tactics document from the 1969 

Consultative Conference in Morogoro, Tanzania sets out the basic 

principles of the struggle, what is meant by nationalism, the 

relation of politics to economics, and more. 

 
Price: R40.00 

Item no. 7.1 

 

 

The Wretched of the 

Earth  

 

by Frantz Fanon 
 

 
 

 

The classic text on the postcolonial period, when liberation 

movements become governments and face the dangers of 

corruption, power hunger, careerism, etc. 

 
Price R40.00 

Item no. 7.2 

 

 

The Reconstruction 

and Development 

Programme, 1994 
 

 
 

 

The RDP was the programme of the ANC in South Africa’s first 

democratic election. Never abandoned formally, it contains many 

vital positions which still need to be implemented.  
 

Price: R40.00 

Item no. 7.3 

 

 

What is Marxism? 

 
By Emile Burns 

 

 
 

 

A classic introduction to the principles of Marxism, written in clear 

language. 
 

Price R40.00 

Item no. 7.4 
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Has Socialism 

Failed?  

 
By Joe Slovo 

 

 
 

 

This 1989 document is a remarkably honest analysis of the 

practices of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union by SACP 

leader Slovo. While upholding the basic principles and vision of 
socialism, he criticises the abuses of power and other 

undemocratic practices. 

 

Price: R40.00 

Item no. 7.5 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming 

 

Changing the 

Colour of Capital  

 

Edited by Ben Turok 

 

Everyone’s Introduction to Parliament, Politics and the Economy.   

 

Featuring chapters by Ben Turok with Rob Davies, Trevor Manuel, 

Jeremy Cronin, Cassius Lubisi and others.  New Africa Books. 
 

Price: TBA 

Item no. 8 

 

IFAA would like to thank the Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung for their continued support. 
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IFAA ORDER FORM 

Item No. Title Price Qty Amount 

1 With My Head above the Parapet.  An 

Insider Account of the ANC in Power 

R225.00    

2 From the Freedom Charter to 

Polokwane: ANC Economic Policy 

R140.00    

3 Wealth Doesn’t Trickle Down:  The 

Case for a Developmental State 

R60.00    

4 Nothing But The Truth. Behind the 
ANC’s Struggle Politics 

R110.00    

5 Revolutionary Thought R80.00     

 Understanding the ANC Today    

6.1 1. The Historical Roots of the ANC R80.00    

6.2 2. The ANC and the Turn to the 

Armed Struggle 

R80.00    

6.3 3. Readings in the ANC Tradition. Vol. 

I: Policy and Praxis 

R80.00    

6.4 4. Readings in the ANC Tradition. Vol. 

II: History and Ideology 

R80.00   

6.5 5. Development in a Divided Country R80.00    

6.6 6. The Controversy about Economic 

Growth 

R80.00    

 Progressive History Series    

7.1 ANC Strategy and Tactics, Morogoro 

1969 

R40.00    

7.2 The Wretched of the Earth R40.00    

7.3 The Reconstruction and Development 

Programme (RDP) 

R40.00    

7.4 What is Marxism? R40.00    

7.5 Has Socialism Failed? R40.00    

 Forthcoming    

8 Changing the Colour of Capital  TBA   

  TOTAL  R 

 

All prices include postage.  Payment can be made to: 

NA Publications 
Bank: Standard Bank 

Branch: Thibault Square 

Account No. 07 0394 903 

 

 
Please send this order form with proof of payment to newagenda01@gmail.com or: 

IFAA 

16th floor, Pleinpark Building 

Plein Street 

Cape Town 

8001 

 
Tel: +27 21 461 2340 

Website: www.newagenda.org 
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